“The Four Alls of Salvation”

Series preached by David Averill, First UMC of Mt. Dora over four Sundays in September 2022.

Series Rationale: Present Wesley's Via Salutis faithfully to the Biblical text, yet it also offers Wesleyan theology through the easy-to-understand rubric from British Methodists called the "Four Alls".  The sheet attached is a bulletin insert that a preacher can reference throughout the series and during Bible studies:
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Secondarily, this theme will counter the harmful influence of Hyper-Calvinist Theology among North American Protestants, particularly popular in non-denominational and Baptist circles (due to Reformed Baptists like John Piper). 

Considering anti-racism as sanctification, a fact about Hyper-Calvinism must be named. Hyper-Calvinism is all about exclusion to make a specific group of people feel superior in their standing before God. Hyper-Calvinism provides misleading theological support for Christian nationalism and white supremacists movements. Two egregious, historical examples of how this became a lived reality were in the Antebellum American South with the issue of slavery and South Africa during Apartheid with the huge influence of Afrikaner Calvinism. 


On the other hand, Wesleyan-Arminian highlights the inclusive need of all God's children for the grace of God, the grace of God can change us all for the better. Historically, this is why Methodism was so well received by Black religious leaders in the 1800s like Bishop Richard Allen, one of the founders of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. These Black leaders knew this was the full gospel, even if the white Methodist of the time excluded them from the church due the structural influence of racism as part of America's original, collective sin of slavery and enslavement of primarily African-descended peoples for over 400 years against their will and without considering their God-given worth as children of God. 

This God-given potential for change and redemption for all humanity through the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ is the "grand deposit of Methodism" that John Wesley preached through word and deed in leading the Methodist revival moment in its early stages. Wesley's "way of salvation" (via salutis) describes our journey of growing closer to God in steps of receiving prevenient grace, justifying grace, and sanctifying grace. The Methodist way of salvation has inspired generations of United Methodists. An inclusive view of salvation by God's grace leads us to transform the world because we believe everyone has a chance to be redeemed by God, and everyone has a sacred worth to be redeemed by God. This is the full gospel that needs to be preached in this series. 




Themes and Scriptures for the series: 

1. All need to be saved - September 4 (Sin) 

Romans 3:21-26 

2. All can be saved - September 11 (Prevenient Grace) 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

3. All can know they are saved - September 18 (Justifying Grace, Assurance, Salvation) 

Hebrews 11:1-3 

4. All can be saved to the uttermost (Sanctification, Christian Perfection)- September 25 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 




Four Alls Sermon Bumper Videos
(All taken from umc.org website) 

Week 1: All Need to Be Saved


https://youtu.be/pvzIfqtfJ2s


Week 2: All Can Be Saved


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjuD_5Ate6E


Week 3: All Can Know They Are Saved


https://youtu.be/unFwBJEwSyw


Week 4: All Can Be Saved to the Uttermost 

https://youtu.be/Dl6EP-ePy4s?si=ae0xO-1uFFdCuUuw


Please see the graphic below of the Four Alls pub for the sermon banner.
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Fun Note: 

I came to find out that "Four Alls" or "Five Alls" is actually a common pub name in the British Isles, dating to the 1700s.
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‘Gomparison of Calvinism versus Wesleyan-Arminianism

Atthe Synod of Dot 1615, Dutch Calvinsts ried agains the belefs of Remonstrarts. Cavnists folowed Theodore.
Bezais teaching on doudle predestination Beza was a siudert of the Protestant Reformer John Calvin. Remorsiranis
folowed Jacob Arminius' teaching on free will Arminius was anoher student of John Calvin Since hen he debate
between the Calvinists and Remonstraris i Hollnd has shaped the conversaton across many Proestart denominations
‘concermingthe nature of savation through Chiit. Infac,branch of thealogy known as saerilogy (meaning “study of
salvation' n Greek) has deat extensively with the poirs of ispute atthe Synod of Dort or over 400 years.

TULIP s an actonym hat epresents the Five Points of Caliism as formuated t the Synod of Dort TULIP was firt
mentioned by Cleland McAlee in 1905 at a ecture to oher Presbyterian miniters in Newark, N n contrast the Four Alls
5. theologicalshorthand for Wesleyan-Arminarvs, developed by W.B. Fitzgeral n the Rocts of Methodism (1903
Both sides o the debate efer 1o the Bibe. Wesleyans emphasize God's grace while Calinsts emphasize God's
Sovereinty_ Historially, the emphasis on God's grace has led o mor effecive sharing of he Gospel, and has led

Methadsts o engage n minsty wih the poor and marginaized of societyto a reater degree than Caivnist.

Five Poirt Calviism (TUPL

Weslegan Arminianism (The Fout ]

Total Depravi (Ephesians 2 1-6)
The Image of Gois shatered by sin Only Christ
can regenerate t

Key Doctrine: Orginal Sin
(Cragter §)

ATNeed to Be Saved (Romans 5.23)
The Image of God i tamished by sin Chiist can
restors s fo our intended purpcse.

Key Doctrines: Orignal Sin, The Image of God
(MC Avile Vi, Sermon 44 Orginal Sin, Sermon
45 The New Bith)

‘Uncondtional Elecion (John 75767
‘God has chosen whom He wil save, and whom he.
il condemn. God's lecton prio 0 cur actions s
ot dependent on our choices o 106 wil (double

predsstnaton).
Key Doctrne: redestination Key Doctrine: reverient Grace (MC Artice Vi,
(Cragter3) EUB Arcle Vil Sermon 3 Sermon 46)

‘Al Can Be Saved (1 Timoihy 24)
God foreknons who He wil save but determines.
thar saivtion based on the fath in Christof an
Indlvicual

Limted Atonement (John 101
Chrst it cnly or the elect, meaning thoss Ho.
Knew would be His Sheep in avance.

Key Doctrnes: Atonemens, Justication
(Crapter 8, Chapter 11)

‘Al Can Be Saved (Romans 5 68)
(Chrst i 10 atone forthe sins o he whole word,
boih those who would accept Him as Saver and
those woud reect Him.

Key Doctrines: Atonement (MC Aticle XX, EUB.
Atcle VI, Justiying Grace (MG Aricle X, EUS
Avtice X, Sermon 5)

Tresisible Grace (Jonn & 44]
God' effctue callng tothe elect cannot be
resisted. 1t s resistea, th caling was ot
effctual from the start

Key Doctrine: Electon (Chagter 10)

Al Can Krow They Ae Saved (Hebrews 111)
God's grace can be rjected. However, once.
‘somecne acoepts Gad's ffer of grace in i e,
they can fee through faithin Chris that they are
assured of thoirsaivation.

Key Doctine: Assurance (Sermon7, Sermon 17)

Ferseverance of e Saints (Revelation 14 12-13)
Onoe saved, ahiays saved.

Key Doctrines: Perseverance o the Saits
(Crapter 17)

Al Gan Kriow They Ave Saved o the Uttermost (1
Thessalonians 523)

Itis possile o bacome pertecty aligned with
God's wilinour eime by God's grace.

Key Doctrines: Sanctfying Grace
(EUB Artice X, Sermon 18), Chistan Perfection
(Sermon 40)

Note: Chapters under TULIP refer to The Westminster Confession of Fail. Ailes refe t the Avcies of Relgion for
“The Methodist Church and the Corfession of Fath of th Evangeiical Unied Brethven, established as chutch docirne
since 1968, Both documents remain permanently in The United Methodst Churcns Baok of Diseipine as  part o the
Doctrine and Standards o the UNC's Constiution. Both are based on the Thiy-Nine Aricies of Religions found i The.
Book of Cammon Prayer (1662). Sermons refer o John Wesley's 52 Standard Sermons' assigned to preachers on the
icuits of Britan and the North American fronter i th late 1700s and eary 1600s.




